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Here at Lizzy’s Fund®, we commonly extoll the benefits of adopting a senior dog; letting people know how
much joy and fulfillment they can bring into a person’s life. Their qualities of calmness, affection, and devo-

tion enrich their owner’s life tremendously. However, there is another side to the relationship between a se-
nior dog and a human that we recently witnessed which created this story that we feel it is important to tell.

Senior dogs do more than enrich a human’s life. The seasoned canine certainly benefits from human
consideration and compassion. However, we recently discovered that there is more than a one-way benefit for
the dog than we realized. Recently, we received a request to visit a terminally ill woman who had meaningful
experiences in her life with animals. Now, nearing the end of her life’s journey and in hospice, this person’s
spouse reached out to a local animal rescue group with a request for a comfort visit from a dog, specifically
a collie. Normally, our group at Lizzy’s Fund® visits schools and nursing homes to provide fun and pleasant
encounters with people. Bringing senior dogs to engage with people provides smiles and happiness to those
they visit. This appeal, however, was a new challenge for us. Can senior dogs (and other animals) provide
comfort and solace to those who are at the end of their life’s journey as well?

Determined to do what we could, we drove to a nursing home to meet Judy and her husband Ron.

We brought two therapy collie dogs; Ginger (a senior) and Cupcake (a disabled collie). Trained in school and
nursing home visits, these dogs seemed to be perfect for the task. We knew, ahead of time, that Judy was a
hospice patient and would be moving home very soon to complete her journey in the comfort of familiar sur-
roundings. Upon entering her room, her husband Ron greeted us and lovingly told his wife of his surprise for
her. It was obvious that Judy had a strong bond with the breed that just entered her room. Unable to speak,
Judy smiled and was able to reach out and gently touch our two ambassadors of comfort. Through Judy’s hus-
band, Ron, we learned of her deep connection with the collies that they owned early on in their marriage. We
learned their names and their personalities; their typical collie traits and the love and joy that they brought to
their lives. We also learned about Judy’s love of a horse that she had for many years while she was a younger
woman. Leaving a small stuffed collie dog with them, we felt good about our journey to visit this loving woman
who had such a strong connection with her own collies.




After we left, we mused about how therapy dogs cannot only provide joyful and encouraging visits but
comfort encounters as well. During the next couple of days, we kept in touch with Ron. We offered to visit
Judy again at their home as her journey was nearing its end and we hoped the collies could provide comfort
to her again. Ron was very happy for our offer and even happier for Judy; especially when a friend whose
daughter owned horses offered to meet us and to bring a surprise visitor for Judy.

We traveled to Ron and Judy’s house one recent Saturday. Judy was lovingly set up in a hospital bed
in the middle of her living room, overlooking a beautiful front yard through a large picture window. Knowing
nothing of the additional visitor that was to come, Judy smiled and stroked the two collies while clutching the
stuffed collie dog that we had previously left with her. It was obvious that her connection with the breed was
very strong and that their presence brought her great comfort.

Unsure how an equine visit would go, we covertly unloaded two horses from their trailer behind Ron
and Judy’s house. Ron had earlier taken down a section of his backyard fence to accommodate the horses
arrival at their home. The horses, both very gentle, walked around the house and appeared in the picture
window for Judy to see. Upon Ron’s encouragement and withstanding our concern, Ricochet, the younger and
smaller of the two horses, peered into the door and walked into the living room much to Judy’s joy. Eventual-
ly Ricochet was replaced by Stevie Nicks, who was the larger of the two horses. Stevie nuzzled Judy’s hand
which brought a large smile to her face.

We have learned much from that experience. There was no doubt that the encounters with
these animals brought much joy to a very sad situation. Yes, animals can benefit greatly by being loved by
their humans but the reverse is as much true. Humans, at whatever stage of life that they are in, gain as much
in the relationship.

We hope to continue this work.

Judy passed away in her home with her loving husband at her side on the Tuesday after our Saturday visit.
We were honored to have been a small part of her journey.
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PAINT YOUR PET PARTY'!

Suwnday, October 22n0b 2.02.3 :Lp—wufo-4p4rw

No- axtustie tolent? No- Problem!
We hawe artists to- help!
:_l' TherdW be food, raffles and prizes!

$ SO per person
100% of the proceeds will help Lizzy'y Fund support senior dogs

A.DO.PT. Pet Shelter Traiming Center v.' ¥
425 lnduwstrial Drive, Ste. 133A, :
Naperville, IL 60563

To Reguster please send an email witv your W&WML

to- info@lizzysfund.org
048, 0% We will email yow regustrotion unstructions
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At the end of May of 2023, Lizzy’s Fund® began a partnership with A.D.O.P.T. Pet Shelters Low
Cost Spay Neuter Clinic. The Clinic offers low cost services to other shelters, rescues and indi-
viduals in need, providing a variety of services including spay/neuters, dentals, other surgeries,
lab tests, vaccines, microchips, and heartworm treatments.

These services are generously provided at a low cost alternative to traditional
costs to organizations and individuals who need help with their animal pop-
ulation the most. Lizzy’s Fund® has offered to absorb the costs incurred by
qualified shelters and rescues for services provided to senior dogs, aged 7 and
older. From the end of May through the end of August, Lizzy’s Fund® has sub-
sidized 26 dogs with various services and surgeries as described above. We
commend A.D.O.P.T. for their dedication to the community and to animal care.

CHlateting Pund Deive Fluwecurced

Starting with Lizzy’s Paint Party on October 22 and through the month of November, all donations to

Lizzy’s Fund® will be 100% matched!!!

November is traditionally “senior pet month”. As in previous years, wonderful benefactors have
generously offered to help celebrate the month by 100% matching all donations. As an add-
ed bonus this year, the matching fund drive will begin at Lizzy’s Paint Your Pet Party on October 22,
2023. Please consider adding Lizzy’s Fund® to your giving season list.
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Lizzy’s Fund® has been again invited to be interviewed by NCTV17 in Naperville for their

Spotlight segment.

Spotlight interviews highlight Naperville Area Not for Profit organizations. We will be able to share our
mission and work with the senior dog population in shelters and rescues. Tune into NCTV17 locally
to see the Spotlight segment at 6:00 p.m. each day from November 1st through November 14th. We
will also post a link of that interview on Lizzy’s Facebook page.

Lizzy’s Fund® is an IRS approved not-for-profit charity that provides financial support to senior canines,
aged 7 and older.

Donations are gratefully accepted, please consider helping a senior dog today!
Lizzy’s Fund®, 1700 Park Street, Suite 202, Naperville, IL 60563 (630) 447-8035
www.lizzysfund.org/donate
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